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(57) An apparatus/method for detecting an empty 
breathing gas compartment (27) condition in a bellows 
ventilator for a patient. The apparatus includes a first 
sensor (10) for measuring, during inspiration, the incom- 
rng flow of gas into a driving gas compartment (26) lo- 
oted in the bellows container (13). The second sensor 
mliwo^r^f' ""^ "'^^'"'^ '^"^'■"S gas cof^pan- 

ment (26). During the inspiration cycle, measurements 
taken by the first and second sensors (10.11) are sig- 



empty gas compartment in a patient ventilator 



naled to a control unit (3) and used to determine a AV/ 
Ap compliance value. The compliance value will be large 
rf the bellows (14) is movable, i.e. not in the empty 
breathing compartment gas condition. The compliance 
value is small if the empty breathing gas compartment 
condition exists. The compliance value, so determined 
IS compared with a reference compliance value in the 
control unit to detect the empty breathing gas compart- 
ment condition. 
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